
NSSAC DIVING OFFICER'S LOG OF DIVES 2013

NO. DATE SITE

MAX 

DEPTH TEMP DIVERS
D/M 

Cox NOTES

1 06/04/2013 S.S. Woodburn 9m 5c Mel CH First dive of the year after launching the boat. Blue sky and flat calm so 

2 Don we went to the Woodburn for a shake down dive. Viz was about 5m. The 

3 Mike wreck now needs a new picture as the winter storms have rearranged it. 

4 Helen The boiler is now  broken open with the front peeled off and the fire boxes 

5 Chris and assorted pipes now vertical. Some small brass items have been 

6 Derek revealed. Cold with ice on water in harbour. Amanda came out for the ride

7 25/04/2013 S.S. Woodburn 11.2m 7c Chris CH A murky rainy start but the viz was a reasonable 4/5metres. Another 

8 Helen shake down dive to get back in the swing of things. Helen did some of  

9 Derek sports diver practical work. Got a good look at the new configuration of

10 Mike the wreck ready for a new picture. No fish around yet as water still cold.

11 26/04/2013 Cairn Head 19m 7c Chris CH Glyn cox. Strong westerlies but calm on lee shore. Drifted to Carrickaboys

12 Mel and found signs of scallops returning to this once good patch. Still cold

13 27/04/2013 Devil's Bridge 9.9m 7c Chris CH Fullest boat we have seen in some time with nine of us in total.These were

14 John P very much shake down dives for most on board and we had a number of

15 Mike set backs from a blown o ring, dropped (and recovered) weight belt,ear and

16 Helen cold problems, faulty kit, hail stones! and missing the slack because of 

17 Russell a delayed start and slow kitting up. But that is what these early dives are 

18 Paul for. The seals were still at Devil's Bridge but kept out of range underwater. 

19 S.S. Woodburn 10.9m 7c Russell Viz was only 4m and the current picked up well before we expected it, but

20 Paul this was a very big spring tide. Still not many fish around but saw a 

21 Mike sluggish butterfish on the Woodburn to add to the long spined scorpion 

22 John P fish I saw a couple of days ago. Did some SMB practice with John.

23 Chris Amanda tried out her new suit snorkelling

24 30/04/2013 Devil's Bridge 10m 8c Chris CH Derek cox. Went for a tour of all the canyons and gullies since this was a 

25 John P new site for the others. Just saw the tial flippers of a seal at end of dive.

26 Freya The current was beginning to pick up 1 hr before stated HW. Freya too

27 Russell cold for 2nd dive with problems with fingers. Again went for tour of new

28 S.S. Woodburn 11.2m 8c Chris layout of wreckage for russ and showed him cave where water was a 

29 John P degree colder but clear. Did training with John while Russ rumaged around

30 Russell and came up with some treasure! He was delighted.

31 04/05/2013 Andy's Patch South 21.2m 8c Mick (V) CH Despite a strongish SW blowing the sea was not too bad and we decided

32 Andy (V) to try Luce Bay. We motored up to Andy's Patch where 3hrs before LW 

33 Russell there was little current and good viz of 6/7m. We managed to get a good 

34 Don haul of scallops and it was interesting to see that most of the sea life was

35 Mel still dormant because of the cold temp. Mel had a bad flood in his suit

36 Derek and Andy and Don got cold. 

37 Chris

38  John P

39 S.S. Woodburn 6.3m 8c Mick (V) Practised more skills with John. Viz not good 2/3m and right on LW 

40 Russell there was a current moving N on the site. While we were down there was

41 Chris a pan pan call on the radio for a boat that had run aground at the Isle.

42 John P By the time we got there it had refloated.

43 05/05/2013 Cairn Head 13.4m 8c Mick (V) CH Marginal conditions with a 16mph SSW veering S. Found shelter at Cairn

44 Andy (V) Head. 3.5 hrs before LW on neap tide virtually no current. Viz about 3/4m

45 Don Lots of interesting sea life but most very dormant. Rescued a big old

46 Chris lobster from a detached pot which we found wedged in a cave. It was very

47 John P sluggish as we watched it ove away.

48 E. Chapel Bay 16.3m 8c Mick (V) Another scenic dive just off the Isle sheltering from the strong S wind.

49 Andy (V) This would be a good nearby site when viz is better. Saw unusual small

50 Don crab with yellow tufts, hiding on a hedgehog sponge. Practised rescue

51 Chris skills with John  with a planned tow to boat. But surfaced right next to boat

52 John P John now signed off as a sports diver.

53 16/05/2013 S.S. Riverside 26.2m 8c Chris CH Derek cox. Bouy still attached. Good 5m viz. Got video footage in just

54 Russell ambient light. Surprised a seal at the front of the wreck

55 17/05/2013 Great Ouse 27.7m 9c Russell CH Derek cox. Quick passage out but we were a little late. By the time the

56 Don last group were in the tide had turned. Water seemed clear on surface but

57 Chris held a lot of fleck which made it dark on the bottom but still torch not

58 Mike needed. Not well shotted, must drop it on the mark. Lots of big berried

59 Helen lobsters and fish life. Tried out video camera but did not work on wreck!
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60 19/05/2013 Great Ouse 25m 9c Phil CH Derek cox. Perfect flat calm weather and a speedy trip out to the Ouse.

61 Don Viz 7/8m. Went in just on the end of the ebb but a long slack on this tide.

62 Chris Some big wrasse, crabs and lobsters but not the large shoals of pollack

63 Helen Plenty of smaller fish sheltering in wreckage. Came up to sun and a sea 

64 S.S. Woodburn 7.5m Chris like a mirror so took some photos of boat for home web page. Cox, four

65 Helen divers and prefect conditions on LW took 2 cans fuel. Did training with

66 Debi Helen and this was a shake down dive for Debi.  S03,S04

67 02/06/2013 S.S. Riverside (LW) 22m 10c Mel PB Mel had problems with dry suit inflation and ended dive early

68 Russell

69 Don

70 E. Chapel Bay 12m Brian MS

71 Alison

72 Shore nr. Woodburn 3m 10c Phil Amanda's first open water dive. Big leak from loose neck seal but as water

73 Amanda now warmer this was not a big problem. OD1

74 08/06/2013 Yellow bouy PW 20m 11c John N DK Barren sandy sea bed only saw one starfish!

75 Callum

76 Port William Beach 6.8m Jim G PB Daniel's first open water dive

77 Daniel He needs to get his weighting better as too light at end of dive. OD1

78 5m Phil Dive went well but Amanda still getting bad leak from neck seal. OD2

79 Amanda

80 7m Mike

81 Helen

82  3m Debi  Debi too light . Had difficulty getting down

83 Mel  

84 N. Port William 12m John N DK Scallop dive near furthest lobster bouys. Viz not good but a fair haul of 

85 Mel scallops found. Mid tide on springs no current

86 Phil

87 12/06/2013 S.S. Woodburn 10.5m 12c Mike CH Planned to do Woodburn but thought Chile might have better viz. Wrong!

88 Helen Came back and dived Woodburn with good 5m viz! Mike and Helen had 

89 Chris Good dive and a wet Amanda enjoyed herself. Saw shoal of 20 pollack

90 Amanda and the wrasse are now about on the wreck. Helen recovered boiler door.

91 16/06/2013 S.S.Ben Veg 41.7m 12c Chris CH Derek cox. Shot landed in front of bow. Large nos of jellyfish in water.Viz

92 Russell 12/15m Toured vessel but messes up video I was taking. Russ enjoyed the

93 S.S. Woodburn 9.2m Mike wreck. Lots of big pollack and wrasse and lion's manes with juvenile fish 

94 Jim G sheltering in theif tentacles Viz on the Woodburn only 3m. Daniel could  

95 Chris not get down because of ear problems

96 18/06/2013 S.S. Riverside (LW) 22.1m 13c Chris CH Quite murky on the wreck and lots of jelly tentacles on line. Big lobsters 

97 Don on port side and lots of juvenile bib and codling everywhere. Because of 

98 Mel conditions plumose anemones were particularly striking

99 Harbour entrance 10.4m Chris Looked for large mooring block for trawlers whose bouy came loose in 

100 Mel gales. No luck but location instructions were vague

101 Devil's Bridge 8.5m Chris Excellent dive. Because viz not good focussed on small things and saw

102 Don lots of small nudibranchs. Plenty of wrasse and dogfish despite seals

103 22/06/2013 Black Carr, St Abbs 24.8m 8c Paul Diving on charter boat Pathfinder out of St Abbs. Good 10m viz

104 Callum Large Cod and Wolf Fish as well as Arctic and Bolocera anemones

105 John N Site covered in Brittlestars

106 Ti's Tunnel, St Abbs 20.5m 8c Paul Tunnel started in 2m and went down to12m stretching for about 30m  

107 Callum Plenty of filter feeders and velvet crabs on walls. John and Callum saw 

108 John N pale coloured seal (juvenile?) as well as usual Wolf Fish

109 23/06/2013 Wuddy Rocks, St Abbs 22.5m 10c Paul Very nice dive among vertical crags covered in Dead Men's Fingers

110 Callum Again good viz of 10m

111 John N

112 Weasel Loch, Eyemouth 15.6m 8c Paul Water in loch 12c but kelp at 8m with lots of litter and discarded fishing

113 Callum line. At end of loch hit a cold 8c current and viz dropped to 4m. Saw shoal

114 John N of pollock and rock full of animal turf at end of dive. Not too good a dive

115 01/07/2013 Dykefoot>Slockenglass 13m 13c Chris CH Derek cox. 4mph winds from W but still managed to dive. Viz only 3m

116 Helen and moderate current. Sea life still good on this coast though sand banks

117 E Devil's Bridge 6.8m 14c Chris have developed. Helen did SMB exercises and rescue exercise at Devil's 

118 Helen Bridge. Sheltered on Eside but strong current when we tried to get round

119 Mike into canyons. Helen led dive on Woodburn in poorish viz. She navigated us 

120 S.S. Woodburn 7.6m 13c Chris around as we searched for treasure! Happy to sign her off now as a Sports

121 Helen Diver. 
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122 09/07/2013 S.S. Woodburn 10m 14c Mike DF Mike dive marshall. Derek's first dive since his ear problem: all went well. 

123 Helen Viz only about 4m. Dug up more of anchor chain. Just a few wrasse

124 Mike around.

125 Derek

126 12/07/2013 Devil's Bridge 7m 14c Mike DF Mike marshall again. Viz 4m but water warming up now. Usual wrasse 

127 Derek and pollock.Did a tour of the canyons.  Current running strongly outside 

128 Helen shelter of rocks and Mel and Helen drifted a little but still in lee of rocks

129 Mel

130 14/07/2013 S.S.Jasper 17.6m 15c Chris PB Full boat today. Chris and Russell attached new permanent shot to wreck 

131 Russell but a creel line had also permanently tied itself round stern of wreck. Viz

132 John N 4/5m when first on wreck but soon became silted up as more divers came 

133 Jim McD down. The wreck has filled up with more silt in the holds and the swim

134 Phil through gap is now half what it was last year. Lot of big crabs on the wreck 

135 Mel along with a few large Ballan wrasse. Comfortable without gloves

136 S.S.Woodburn 10.6m Phil Again viz quite reasonable at first but soon got kicked up to zero as more

137 Amanda divers decended and grubbed around. Amanda had a good dry dive in

138 John N her new suit.

139 Jim McD

140 Mel

141 Chris

142 17/07/2013 MFV Valhalla 33m 15c Chris CH Flat calm sea. Dropped the shot right on the wreck. Viz was only 3m and

143 Mike it was dark on wreck. Vessel sits upright with starboard side intact. Port

144 Jim G side has fallen flat with split at bow. Mast has fallen to starboard. Hold 

145 Callum area has winches etc and the square bridge superstructure stands proud

146 S.S.Woodburn 7.4m Chris and intact with door to rear and port holes to front. Rear deck covered with

147 Mike cables  with rounded stern. Wreck totally covered in plumose anemones. 

148 20/07/2013 Port William beach 6.4m 15c Chris CH Elizabeth's first dive. Viz 4/5m but with fleck in water. Only juvenile fish

149 Elizabeth around

150 21/07/2013 Slockenglass 14m 16c Jim G CH Building to big spring tides and as expected the viz at both sites was poor,

151 Mike only 3 metres. So bad that navigating round the Chile was difficult!

152 Derek

153 S.S.Craignair / Chile 4.5m Chris

154 Helen

155 Derek

156 27/07/2013 S.S.Jasper 17m 16c Don CH Bouys stiil on Jasper. Next to no current 1 hour before HW on 7.8m tide

157 Russell Viz not particularly good at 2/3m

158 S.S.Woodburn 10.5m Chris Training dive for Elizabeth. Viz about 3/4 m. Lots of jellyfish around

159 Elizabeth

160 Don

161 31/07/2013 S.S.Riverside 22m 16c Chris CH Nice flat calm conditions. Zipped out to the Riverside to dive with Derek

162 David (V) and his sons. Viz poor (2m) after overnight rain. David's mask came loose 

163 Derek and in fixing it we lost the wreck and aborted dive. Had to recover dropped

164 Gary (V) weight belt and retrieve strobe. Not a good profile!Derek found strobe we

165 S.S.Woodburn 6.7m 17c Chris lost two years ago covered in barnacles. It still worked!

166 Darren (V) Viz better on Woodburn and had good dive conducting Darren and later

167 David (V) Amanda around. Weather turned just as we headed for home.

168 Amanda

169 03/08/2013 S.S.Riverside 26m 17c Chris CH Derek cox. Quite rough when we set off but still ok to dive. Viz on the 

170 Andy (V) wreck was marginably better than previous dive but still not good. Toured

171 Dawn (V) wreck but on surfacing found wind and sea were picking up. Even 

172 Russell Woodburn was off and viz at Cairn Head looked hopeless. Big swells

173 Jeff (V) getting back round harbour entrance so decided to call it a day.

174 Sam (V) Water now getting quite warm

175 04/08/2013 S.S.Jasper 17m 17c Andy (V) CH Chris cox. Weather a lot better than yesterday.Only a slight chop on at the 

176 Dawn (V) Jasper thought the viz on the wreck was poorish. Visitors had a good dive

177 Jeff (V) John got separated from the other two and lost the wreck so had to

178 Sam (V) surface alone. Good experience builder

179 Phil

180 Derek

181 John P
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182 04/08/2013 S.S.Woodburn 10m 17c Andy (V) CH Viz much better on the Woodburn, up to 6m, and all had a good dive 

183 Dawn (V) exploring the cave, wreckage and scenic areas

184 Jeff (V)

185 Sam (V)

186 Phil

187 Derek

188 10/08/2013 S.S.Breda 20.1m Bert (V) PB Viz not too bad on the wreck. An early dive dictated by the slack water 

189 Tom (V) period for the other wrecks. Lots of Queenies hopping about as we cruised 

190 Chris over the decks

191 Helen

192 Phil

193 Mike

194 Russell

195 Mel

196 Jim McD

197 Callum

198 John N

199 S.S.Hispania 22.4m 13c Bert (V) Better viz on this one. We were the only divers on the wreck. Callum

200 Tom (V) and John didn’t make it because of a first stage failure and a lost fin. 

201 Chris Thankfully both happened before the dive commenced

202 Helen

203 Phil

204 Mike

205 Russell

206 Mel

207 11/08/2013 S.S.Shuna 30.7m 13c Bert (V) PB Were first on the wreck and so viz was quite good. Strong current on the

208 Tom (V) way down but it did keep the wreck clear

209 Chris

210 Helen

211 Phil

212 Mike

213 Russell

214 Mel

215 Jim McD

216 Callum

217 John N

218 S.S.Thesis 31.1m 13c Chris Viz very good and it is still possibe to swim throught the entire length of

219 Phil the wreck. 

220 Bert (V)

221 Tom (V)

222 Russell

223 Mel

224 Jim McD

225 Callum

226 John N

227 22/08/2013 S.S.Woodburn 11.8m 17c Chris CH Last minute dive as weather reasonable. Viz particularly poor 2m max

228 John P

229 25/08/2013 Devil's Bridge 10.1m 17c Mike CH Excellent weather but viz not that good because of big spring tides. Had

230 Helen a good search looking at small macro creatures.

231 Chris

232 Mike
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233 31/08/2013 Cairn Head 16.4m 17c Chris CH Quite a strong westerly wind but flat calm at Cairn Head. Viz much better

234 Don than previous week at around 7m. Diving at mid tide but no current since

235 Derek it was a small neap tide. Lots of life on the site with small scallops 

236 S.S.Woodburn 6.8m 17c Mike returning. They began jumping around as we got close to them

237 Helen Good dive on the wreck. Recovered anchor chain

238 Russell

239 Chris

240 01/09/2013 Cairn Head 16.4m 16c Russell CH Another good dive despite strong wind. Good viz again and lots of 

241 John P critters. Last three drifted SE as current built up 1/2 hr after HW but mid 

242 15.7m Chris dive current changed and took them NW right back to starting point.

243 Elizabeth On journey back hit big waves just off the Isle 

244 16.9m Chris

245 Phil

246 Derek

247 14/09/2013 M.F.V. Valhalla 34.9m 16c Phil CH Sea a bit choppy as the wind blew down Wigtown Bay, good neap tides

248 Caspian (V) and weather. Big slack from 75mins before LW. Turned 20mins before LW 

249 Russell Viz not as good as we hoped, maybe 3.5 m at best. Lots of small codling 

250 Mike and bib on wreck which is intact and leans to port. Big ships's wheel still

251 Chris in place in wheelhouse. Got a better view for improved picture.

252 Cairn Head 13.2m Derek Nice scenic area thought viz not as good as two weeks ago. Numbers 

253 Caspian (V) of small lobsters out in open. No real current 2hrs after LW on Neaps.

254 11.9m Chris Elizabeth now better balanced with her new harness but needs about

255 Helen 2 more kilos.

256 Elizabeth

257 22/09/2013 Cairn Head 17.5 15c Mike CH Viz not too good but sheltered from strong westerlies

258 Derek

259 Chris

260 Helen

261 28/09/2013 Andy's Patch South 21m 15c Chris CH Good scallop dive with 6m viz. Unfortunately lost bag on way up. 

262 Derek

263 Tosh (V)

264 Blockan Hole >S 11.8 Chris SE drift right on LW despite being best neap tide of the year. Viz not as 

265 Darren (V) good nearer to shore because of swell

266 04/11/2013 S.S.Woodburn 10.9m 12c Mike CH Pretty murky. Helen did a short dive but Mike and I had a good rummage

267 Helen The recent rough weather had broken the boiler up further and thrown up

268 Chris small brass fitments.

269 17/11/2013 Cairn Head 15.5m 11c Chris CH Derek and Glyn coxes. Viz 2.5 to 3m. Had a good gentle dive and tried

270 John P out new jacket. Quite a lot of small lobsters out in the open. Found a 

271 Mike couple of small scallops which is encouraging. Coming to end of season 

272 Helen as most fish life has gone to deeper water and kelp dying off. Water still 

273 Mel warm but wind afterwards cold.

274 23/11/2013 S.S.Riverside 26.2m 10c Chris CH Flat calm at last. Went to get coal from wreck. Russ unfortunately had 

275 Helen changed his suit inflator and needed different hose. Raised two big blocks

276 Chris of furnace coal. Lots of lobsters, bib and whiting sheltering in wreck. Viz

277 Derek about 3m.

278 24/11/2013 S.S.Woodburn 15m 10c Helen CH Flat calm again. This was very much a training day. Derek and Helen

279 Derek gained experience in diving by themselve, Mike gained DL practice in 

280 Mike taking down a trainee and Amanda and Elizabeth ended the year on a 

281 Amanda a successful dive after the weather enforced lay off. Viz about 3m and 

282 Chris it was twilight when we ended the dives. Some time since we had to use 

283 Elizabeth the boat running lights.

284
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